
 

Dear Colleagues, 
 
We hope everyone is doing well. This Bulletin includes many upcoming workshops and 
conferences, behavioral health-focused publications, our CMHSR Monthly Seminar for November, 
and the latest publications from our center. 
  
Take care, 
 
Leopoldo J. Cabassa and Byron J. Powell 
Co-Directors, Center for Mental Health Services Research 
Brown School at Washington University in St. Louis 
 
 Please follow us on social media: Twitter and Facebook 
  

 
 

Workshops and Conferences: 
 
The Future of Mental Health: Measurement, Treatment, and Therapies  
November 2nd – 3rd, 2020   
  
Mental health disorders, unlike disorders in other fields of medicine, have been typically defined in 
terms of symptoms as underlying etiology and biology are poorly understood. With new research tools, 
the field of mental health is now undergoing significant evolution in the way disorders are understood 
and treated. This symposium brings together speakers working at the cutting edge of understanding 
and treating mental health disorders from measurement and definition of disorders to linking of 
symptoms to underlying physiology and biology and developing new treatments.  
  
Register here!  

 
  
2021 American Psychopathological Association Virtual Meeting  
March 4th – 6th, 2021 | Registration deadline: November 5th, 2020  
  
This annual conference provides a unique opportunity to learn about, discuss, and debate cutting edge 
issues in the topic area. The next meeting, Mental Health Aspects of the COVID-19 Pandemic, will take 
place virtually on March 4-6, 2021. Participants at the annual conference include students, mental 
health scientists and practitioners. Special registration rates are available for students attending the 
meeting.  
  
Register here by November 5th!  

 
  
Identifying New Directions in Mental Health Disparities Research: Innovations with 
Multidimensional Lens  

https://twitter.com/cmhsr_wustl
https://www.facebook.com/cmhsr.brownschool/
https://sapienlabs.org/mental-health-symposium-program/
https://appa.societyconference.com/v2/#card/registration


November 9th – 10th, 2020   
  
On November 9 and 10, 2020, join NIMH and NIMHD for a virtual workshop that will bring together a 
diverse group of mental health disparities researchers to highlight and identify innovative approaches 
to understand and address mental health disparities across major areas of mental health science and 
research.  
  
Register here!  

 
  
Michael M. Davis Lecture Series: How Can Agent-Based Modeling Support Public Health Goals? 
Applications to Developing Interventions for Reducing Health Inequities  
November 10th, 2020 | 12:30 p.m. CDT  
  
Dr. Ozik develops applications of large-scale agent-based models, including models of infectious 
diseases, healthcare interventions, biological systems, water use and management, critical materials 
supply chains, and critical infrastructure. He also applies large-scale model exploration across 
modeling methods, including agent-based modeling, microsimulation and machine/deep learning.  
  
Register here!  

 
  
Dissemination & Implementation Short Course 2020: Integrating Implementation Strategies & 
Context  
November 11th – 13th, 2020 | 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. CST  
  
This free 3-day virtual short course features CFIR (Consolidated Framework for Implementation 
Research) expert Laura Damschroder and ERIC (Expert Recommendations for Implementing Change) 
expert Byron Powell as visiting faculty. They will lead workshop and panel sessions to elucidate how to 
meaningfully use these frameworks. They will also hold feedback meetings where they will provide 
individual insights on your projects. We hope you will join us for this professional development 
opportunity in a flexible and accommodating space – your home!  
  
Register here!  

 
  
Lecture Series on Race & Ethnicity  
November 13th, 2020 | 6:00 – 7:15 p.m. CT  
November 18th, 2020 | 5:15 – 6:30 p.m. CT  
December 1st, 2020 | 6:00 – 7:15 p.m. CT  
  
Hosted by the Latin American Studies program at WashU, this lecture series focuses on topics related 
to the histories, cultures, and struggles of racialized populations, from colonial times to the present. 
First, Professor George Dewey Yancy from Emory University presents on “Black Bodies and the Lie of 
White Innocence”. Then, Professor Nicholas Jones from Bucknell University will give a presentation 
titled “Staging habla de negros in Iberian Early Modernity”. Finally, Professor Geraldo Cadava from 
Northwestern University will present on “How Latino Voters Decide U.S. Elections”.   
  
Zoom information to come. Contact Professor M. Moraña with questions.  

 
  
OPAL Seminar: Racism, the Social Environment, and Psychosis  
November 17th, 2020 | 4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. ET  
  

https://www.nimh.nih.gov/news/events/announcements/workshop-identifying-new-directions-in-mental-health-disparities-research-innovations-with-a-multidimensional-lens.shtml
https://uchicago.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_5Moh-TwLTlCVQfvF8RAgQw
https://ictr.wisc.edu/dissemination-implementation-launchpad/dissemination-implementation-short-course-2020/
mailto:moranamabel@gmail.com


Dr. Deidre M. Anglin is an Associate Professor of Psychology in the Doctoral Clinical Psychology 
Program at The City College of the City University of New York. Dr. Anglin leads several projects and 
mentors students in her Clinical and Social Epidemiology (CASE) Lab designed to identify social 
determinants of psychosis risk in populations of color. She has published several papers focused on 
race, racism, and psychosis and the stigma of mental health service utilization in Black and Asian 
populations. She is the lead investigator of a study funded by Columbia University’s Center for 
Excellence and Cultural Competence, to study social and cultural determinants of psychosis risk. She 
is also the principal investigator of a federally funded study that utilizes experimental methods to study 
the physiologic effects of racial exclusion among racial minority young adults presenting with psychotic 
experiences.   
  
Join the Zoom meeting here!  

 
  
13th Annual Conference on the Science of Dissemination and Implementation in Health  
December 15th – 17th, 2020   
The conference theme of 2020 is Dissemination and Implementation Science in a Dynamic, Diverse, 
and Interconnected World: Meeting the Urgent Challenges of our Time. While we will not be meeting 
face-to-face this year, we’ll continue our work of strengthening the field now and in the future by 
addressing the challenges facing D&I science, presenting research findings, and identifying the next 
set of research priorities. Registrants have access to sessions through January 2021.  
  
Register here!  
 

 

 
 

Publications and Reports: 
 
 

Wiltsey Stirman, S. (2020). Commentary: Challenges and opportunities in the assessment of fidelity and 
related constructs. Administration and Policy in Mental Health and Mental Health Services Research, 47, 932 
– 934. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10488-020-01069-4 

 
Fidelity is considered an implementation outcome, but it may also influence clinical outcomes. As such, 
fidelity measures have been developed and used in intervention process and outcome research, but 
the psychometric properties of many have not been examined closely. While it is relatively easy to 
describe high, moderate, and low fidelity based on presence or absence of specific elements or on the 
quality of what was provided, it is more challenging to establish what specific elements, doses of 
exposure, and level of fidelity are sufficient to produce the outcomes we seek. Ongoing program 
evaluation, refinement of these measures, and assessment of complementary constructs will allow the 
field to continue to advance our understanding of the role of fidelity in successful implementation. 
 

 
  
Moustaid, E., Kornevs, M., Lindencrona, F., & Meijer, S. (2020). A system of systems of mental health in 
cities, digging deep into the origins of complexity. Administration and Policy in Mental Health and Mental 
Health Services Research, 47, 961 – 971. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10488-020-01035-0  
  
Given the nature of the city as a system of systems, this work builds through a participatory method, a 
general system dynamic model of factors that affect mental health in urban and regional environments. 
Through this method, we investigated the challenges of the application of such methodology to identify 
essential factors, feedback loops, and dependencies between systems to move forward in planning for 

https://columbiacuimc.zoom.us/j/93998623369?pwd=WnZhaUFuUmFjeEI1NkhCdkhWUTg5dz09
https://www.academyhealth.org/events/site/13th-annual-conference-science-dissemination-and-implementation-health
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10488-020-01069-4
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10488-020-01069-4
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10488-020-01069-4
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10488-020-01069-4
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10488-020-01035-0
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10488-020-01035-0
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10488-020-01035-0
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10488-020-01035-0


mental health in cities. The outcome is a general model that showed the importance of factors that vary 
from individuals, families to communities and feedback loops that span multiple systems such as the 
city physical infrastructures, social environments, schools, labor market, and healthcare provision.  
  
  
Herbell, K. & Banks, A. J. (2020). “Fighting tooth and nail”: Barriers to accessing adolescent mental health 
treatment from mothers perspectives. Administration and Policy in Mental Health and Mental Health 
Services Research, 47, 935 – 945. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10488-020-01026-1   
  
The purpose of this study was to explore mothers' accounts of the strategies and services they used 
before admitting their adolescent to RT as well as to understand the barriers they encountered in their 
adolescent's treatment trajectory. While their adolescents were serious threats to themselves and 
others, mothers reported encountering significant obstacles to accessing RT, including substantial 
societal and financial barriers. While there is no shortage of evidence-based practices available that 
are effective in reducing disruptive behaviors in children, there are still macro-level implementation 
barriers that families are navigating to access mental health treatment for their child. 

 

 
 

CMHSR News: 
Presentations 

 
Dr. Kiara Alvarez, PhD will present via Zoom at the CMHSR Seminar on November 18th at 4 p.m. The 
title of her presentation is “Early intervention for suicide risk among Latinx immigrant youth: Bridging 
clinical, family, and social contexts”. RSVP here! 
 
 
Two Pandemics, One Election: Re-defining Equity  
The Clark-Fox Policy Institute hosts a roundtable conversation in part two of the series. In this 
conversation, panelists Cynthia Rogers, Darrell Hudson, Leopoldo Cabassa, & Art McCoy explore how 
policy and health/education equity are inextricably connected in widening disparity in our country. This 
conversation will drive an agenda for health and education equity and promotes safe and thriving 
communities for the future. Watch here! 

 
 

 
Publications 

 
Rogal, S. S., Yakovchenko, V., Morgan, T., Bajaj, J. S., Gonzalez, R., Park, A., Beste, L., Miech, E. J., 
Lamorte, C., Neely, B., Gibson, S., Malone, P. S., Chartier, M., Taddei, T., Garcia-Tsao, G., Powell, B. 
J., Dominitz, J. A., Ross, D., & Chinman, M. J. (2020). Getting to implementation: A protocol for a 
Hybrid III stepped wedge cluster randomized evaluation of using data-driven implementation strategies 
to improve cirrhosis care for Veterans. Implementation Science, 
15(92). https://doi.org/10.1186/s13012-020-01050-7   
 
Cirrhosis is a rapidly increasing cause of global mortality. To improve cirrhosis care, the Veterans 
Health Administration (VHA) developed the Hepatic Innovation Team (HIT) Collaborative to support VA 
Medical Centers (VAMCs) to deliver evidence-based cirrhosis care. This randomized HIT program 
evaluation aims to develop and assess a novel approach for choosing and applying implementation 
strategies to improve the quality of cirrhosis care.  
  
  

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10488-020-01026-1
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10488-020-01026-1
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10488-020-01026-1
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10488-020-01026-1
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/118175914341
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eMtKBTesnmk&list=PLGAFnbW51ADU1N5-Q5Dia60tjA0qWIJMW&index=6
https://doi.org/10.1186/s13012-020-01050-7
https://doi.org/10.1186/s13012-020-01050-7
https://doi.org/10.1186/s13012-020-01050-7
https://doi.org/10.1186/s13012-020-01050-7
https://doi.org/10.1186/s13012-020-01050-7
https://doi.org/10.1186/s13012-020-01050-7
https://doi.org/10.1186/s13012-020-01050-7


Cruden, G., Frerichs, L., Powell, B. J., Lanier, P., Brown, C. H., & Hassmiller Lich, K. (2020). 
Developing a multi-criteria decision analysis tool to support the adoption of evidence-based child 
maltreatment prevention programs. Prevention Science, 21, 1059 – 
1064. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11121-020-01174-8  
  
Decision-makers need to consider a range of factors when selecting evidence-based programs (EBPs) 
for implementation, which can be especially challenging when addressing complex issues such as child 
maltreatment prevention. Multi-criteria decision analysis (MCDA) frameworks and tools are useful for 
evaluating such complex decisions. We describe the development and testing of the first MCDA tool to 
compare EBPs for child neglect prevention. The MCDA tool was generally well accepted by decision-
makers due to their trust in the stakeholder engagement process. MCDA tools could facilitate 
evidence-based responses to federal policy and funding opportunities such as the Families First 
Preventive Services Act.  
  
  
Landes, S. J., Kerns, S. E. U., Pilar, M. R., Walsh-Bailey, C., Yu, S. H., Byeon, Y. V., Crane, M. E., 
Larson, M., Bullock, H. L., Baumann, A. A., Comtois, K. A., Darnell, D., Dorsey, S., Fizur, P., Lewis, C. 
C., Moullin, J. C., Pierson, A., Powell, B. J., Stanick, C. F., … & Franks, R. P. (2020). Proceedings of 
the Fifth Biennial Conference of the Society for Implementation Research Collaboration (SIRC) 2019: 
Where the rubber meets the road: The intersection of research, policy, and practice – Part 
1. Implementation Science, 15(76). https://doi.org/10.1186/s13012-020-01034-7  
  
SIRC’s goal is to improve the implementation of effective practices in behavioral health, health, and 
social care, notably through collaboration among communities, researchers, purveyors of evidence-
based practices, practitioners, and policy makers. The 2019 conference, entitled “Where the Rubber 
Meets the Road: The Intersection of Research, Policy, and Practice,” brought together 432 attendees 
from across the globe with interests in implementation research, policy, and practice within and outside 
of academia. This supplement offers a compilation of the abstracts of the oral and poster presentations 
from the 2019 Society for Implementation Research Collaboration (SIRC) Conference, “Where the 
Rubber Meets the Road: The Intersection of Research, Policy, and Practice.”  
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